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 Trinity Sunday, so we reflect on the three part nature of God.
Sermon for June 16th
I am slowly learning the patterns of life in my new backyard. And how I influence them.

There is an eagle and a fox who wander by from time to time. These I watch and wonder at. Both are beautiful in their own way. And they are quite independent of our actions.
The merganzer ducks also ignore us, swimming and diving on still days and even when the waves roll.

A mother mallard nested somewhere near our place, and she and her two chicks swim by a couple times a day. 

A pair of mallards comes on shore here, hangs around in a wet area down by the shore and visits our bird feeder.

Well, actually they come under the bird feeder where the squirrels have spread seed.

Our feeders were once squirrel proof, but the mechanisms don't work anymore. So squirrels clamber around them, and with interesting reaches, eat their fill, spilling quite a bit. 

All winter this drew a flock of turkeys to pick up the seed from the ground.

A neighbour commented on the number of turkeys that were hanging aroound and asked if we were feeding them. I had to admit that the squirrels were feeding the turkeys on our property.

And in the spring, this pair of ducks seemed curious about what all the birds were interested in, so they waddled across the lawn, jumped over the rocks, and found a good supply of seed. They come back regularly. 

A baltimore oriole was also curious about the crowd but seemed quite frustrated by what was offered. 

I put out an orange, and now there is a pair that checks out if I have put a fresh orange for them. 

When I bought bird seed from a different store, there was a bag of peanuts sitting there. I picked it up. I also bought a new squirrel proof feeder. The black squirrel was frustrated by it, but the red squirrels fit through the holes with ease. And they loved the peanuts. So did the blue jays. Suddenly, we had a flock of twenty descend on our yard. 

There were arguments with the squirrels. There were disputes with the grackles.

And I moved the small bird feeder to the other side of the yard so smaller birds could stay clear of the fray.

I miss the swallows who loved our barn, swooped around the tractor when I cut hay.
I miss the red winged blackbirds who loved our swamp. 

But I am learning the patterns of shore birds and how my actions affect who comes to visit here. 

When we look at the way the natural world works, there are things we directly affect like the blue jays, and things that are beyond our ordinary reach, like the eagle.

But we know that human action does have an indirect affect on the whole ecosystem.

This was known even in ancient times. There would have been connections that science describes and the ancients did not know, but just as I can see my effect on birds, people have always been able to see some of the connections to their environment.
This is what psalm eight describes. The psalmist looks at the world God created, sees the moon and the stars that are way beyond their reach, imagines how great the God who created all that must be. 

But they also see that humanity is given power in the world. And responsability.

They are amazed that God has allowed humanity a role in managing creation.

The place of humanity in creation is compared to the role of the king in society.

There is power to make a difference and responsibility to make sure that the difference brings health and a good life to all.

In the Roman empire, the ruler claimed to be a god. Their power was absolure and the society was hierarchical. In the middle ages, the king was set apart and again there was a hierarchy of nobility between them and most people.

But in ancient Israel, the design at least was more organic.
The king had a role in leading and guiding, but was supposed to be like the head of a body, dependent on the whole. 
So when the psalmist says that God crowned humanity with glory and honour, putting all things under our feet, they mean that we have responsibility to look after the creatures we share the world with.

We are not supposed to stomp on them, but care for them, both the creatures we farm and the ones we share the world with. 
"All sheep and oxen, but also the beasts of the field, the birds of the air, and the fish of the sea, even what passes in the depths of the sea."

The passage from Proverbs tells us that God put an order and a pattern into creation. 

Before the world was made, God created Wisdom.

Before the beginning, the Spirit hovered over the chaos that would become the universe.

The patterns of the stars and the sun and the moon were ordered by Wisdom.

The patterns of water's movement was set in place by Wisdom.

The Spirit designed the interactions of all things, those we see and those we only imagine. 
The ancients knew that there was a lot they did not know, patterns that they could describe but not understand. So the Hebrew people knew that there was God who created the universe and that God was present in creation.

As Christianity developed, we started to describe the presence of the Spirit as the same and different from God the creator and father. There is a presence well beyond our reach and a Spirit that we can sense.

The way Proverbs describes Wisdom emphasizes the ways in which Wisdom is beyond our reach. The Creator and Lord made Wisdom before the beginning.

Before there was earth, before there was even the chaos of the first waters, before there was dust, Wisdom was. 

While this assures us that there is pattern and order in creation, it also reminds us that it is beyond us, more than us, unknowable even as we sense it.

In our modern world, as we describe more and more of how the world works, it is worth being reminded that the order and pattern of creation are beyond our control. 

We may sense the Wisdom of the world, but we don't know everything.
We may sense the Spirit's presence, but we cannot grasp and hold that presence.

So we come to the third person of the trinity, the third manifestation of God.

What is unknowable--the fullness of God the creator and God the Spirit--will always be unknowable.

And Wisdom that is supposed to guide our actions is also before us and beyond us.
Unknowable. Which means we cannot reach that wisdom.

How do we live by what we cannot reach?

In order to bring what is beyond into our reach, we are given Emmanual, God-with-us.

The birth of Jesus brings what is beyond human into humanity.

The Creator is born a human being. The Spirit is incarnate in an ordinary human baby.

The Creator of the creatures we share the world with and those we farm comes to the barn.

Laid in a manger because there is no room in the inn speaks of the humility of the child whom God became. It speaks of the marginalization of the family God chose. 

But it also puts the creator in the middle of the creatures.

Who Jesus became shows us how to live. His teaching guides our choices.

How he lived models how to live.

But Luke's birth story also tells us that we live in the middle of the creatures. That we are part of creation. Matthew's story of the foreigners who come to visit tells us that we live in a wide world of peoples, all of whom are part of God's story. 

But Luke's is suggestive of the creator, the one who made the cattle that usually eat at the manger. 
Our persepective changes when we get out of the church structure and think about the nature of God and our place in God's world. We are reminded that we are one of the creatures, affecting those around us and affected by the health of creation.

Our sense of the nature of God shifts when we step outside the walls.

Our sense of our mission and ministry expands as we absorb the nature of God, Creator, Spirit, and child born to a humble marginazlied family in a barn.


