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Community and institution --can the city understand/see him   it is at table they learn a new way
We always see the world through the lens of our expectations, though sometimes the surprises break through and shift our worldview. What assumptions about God colour what you see of God's presence? Do you remember a time that God broke through and shifted your understanding?

Sermon for April 14
Passover in Jerusalem is a time of high expectation and energy. Remembering the escape from Egypt stimulates people to imagine they can escape from underneath the thumb of Rome. 

Given how rebellious Judea and Galilee can be, the governor makes a show of force in this season. Though his legion is usually stationed on the coast, Pilate comes with his soldiers to Jerusalem for Passover. 
He doesn't follow the religious laws of the land, but he also can't flagrantly break them. 

He can't make that journey on the Sabbath. He waits for the next day. Sometime on the Sunday he will ride his horse at the head of his legion, then dismount to walk into the city to the governors residence. He acknowledges the holiness of the city but makes the point that Rome's power is greater and will not tolerate rebellion.
People cringe in fear as they see the armed soldiers in their city.

At about the same time, Jesus will enter the city from the opposite direction. He has walked from Galilee, stopping along the way to meet Zaccheus in Jericho, Lazarus in Bethany.

But he has a point to make. He arranges for a ride. Horses were raised in the west, Rome and Greece. Donkies are the prefered ride in Israel. So Jesus arranges for one to be made available for him.
The last part of his journey he will ride. It's the only time in all his story that he does so.

But one of the prophets said the king would ride into the city on a donkey. 

One of the psalms speaks of the way the one who comes in the name of the Lord will be greeted.

So Jesus rides into the city from the side opposite to Pilate. He is greeted with cloaks spread on the ground and palm branches. It is a festival, a celebration of God's power over the nations of the world.
They remember that God's power defeated Babylon, brought the exiles home just as God defeated Egypt and brought the people back to the land. 

This time it is Rome who will be defeated.

But looking down on the city, Jesus weeps for the people. "If only you could recognize the things that make for peace." But they don't. And therefore, the city will be destroyed. They do not recognize the visit of God.

Jesus does not go near the governor's residence. Instead, he goes to the temple.

There he finds the money changers and the animal sellers, those who profit from the people who want to make an offering to God. He throws over the tables, declares that they are theives, preying on the needs of the people, taking from those who want to pray.

The religious leaders are worried. This kind of disturbance can bring the fist of Rome.

And they recognize a direct challenge to their authority. The people are drawn to Jesus away from them.

They will look for a way to trap him, an excuse to have him arrested.

Instead he will trap them, show to all that they are collaborating with Rome and making themselves rich. 

Jesus offers the path that makes for peace, and the leaders turn away. They will stick to their understanding of power, accept the rule of Rome, keep making themselves wealthy.

So on the night of the Passover, Jesus gathers with just a few of his closest followers. They will tell the story of the Exodus, of God's work through Moses. 

We do not know for certain how the Seder was celebrated in Jesus time, but we have instructions that come from about 150 years later. Dramatic changes took place in those years--the temple was destroyed, the people were spread out across the empire. But still, some aspects of that tradition likely were in place. 

There are four cups of wine taken to celebrate the goodness of God.

Luke tells us that with one, Jesus refuses to drink it. This is not a time for him to celebrate. Not until the work is complete will he celebrate.

Then he breaks the bread, which in the Seder represents the oppression of slavery in Egypt. In this time, many will recall the oppression under Rome. 

Jesus says that it is the bread of suffering, his suffering.

When you celebrate this meal in the future, he tells them to remember, not Egypt, not Rome, but his life given freely for the good of all, for the establishment of the Kingdom of God. 

In the middle of the Seder instructions, one of the cups is poured out remembering the plagues in Egypt, marking the power of God and the suffering.

Jesus takes the cup and says this time it marks his suffering, his blood poured out. 

Remember the new covenant, the new way, when you celebrate this meal.

The promise of the Passover will be fulfilled, but not in the way many expect.

People hope he will be king, chase Rome from their land.

Religious leaders fear that he will start a rebellion, bringing the fist of Rome down hard.
But that is not the way God is offering.

Jesus will go to the cross instead. 

He will be condemned by the political and religious establishment of his people

He will be put to death as a traitor to Rome.

And everyone will have a hard time figuring this out.

The leaders of the land will think they won. They eliminated this threat to peace.

The disciples will think he failed, that their dreams and his were wiped away by the brutal power of Rome.

And then Easter comes, and they have to rethink the whole thing.

They go back and remember the Seder they celebrated.

He talked about suffering, his body broken, as the path to a new kingdom of God.

They will break bread together, and tell the story. They will remember the cross and come to understand that it is through suffering and service that the community is remade. Power doesn't bring peace. Service does.

And they will remember the cup poured out, the stain of wine spilt, the stain of blood spilt. And they will see with new eyes the way of God and the way of peace. 

War and battle will not establish God's kingdom. It will be in the community that gathers at table together that God's presence will be found.

They will rethink the triumphal entry into Jerusalem.

They will see that it was a challenge to Rome and to the powers that ruled the city, but it was a challenge that shifted the whole dynamic. 

It was not power confronting power head to head.
It was instead a different way, with acts of service and sacrifice forming a new community of care.

It was impossible for the leaders of Jesus day to recognize him.

They were reading the situation through glasses that saw power in only one way.

They could recognize Pilate's power. They could see the swords and armour and the thread of war.

Looking at Jesus, they could see populatity but but not power.

Even for the disciples it was hard.

Judas saw Jesus taking a path that did not lead to victory, and he agreed with the leaders of his people that Jesus was a danger.

Peter saw Jesus heading for death, and feared he would end up crucified beside him.

Everyone fled when he was arrested.

Learning to recognize the things that make for peace would take time for all of them.

It is only after, as they continue to break the bread and remember, to share the cup and remember, that the shape of the new path they are called to will become clear. 

It will be in that meal shared in the light of Easter, that their view of the world will shift and they will begin to see the shape of the path Jesus laid out for them, the shape of life in this new kingdom of God.

It is no wonder that slaves will flock to the table. They are welcomed as equal partners in the family. It is not wonder that Jew and Gentile will gather together at the table, because the distinctions will be wiped away.

It is no wonder that women will play a role, as they did in the company that followed Jesus during his lifetime. A new kind of family is formed at the table.

We remember the last week of Jesus' life in the light of 2000 years of church history.
It is hard for us to see what the events meant because we look back in the light of how the events have been interpreted for centuries.

We look back from our own experience what we have known of God's presence.

But if we slow down and listen, we can hear a different note calling to us, helping us to understand what truly makes for peace.


