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The picture of arriving on clouds before God comes first in the book of Daniel.

In Babylon, in a time of persecution, the author of Daniel describes the Son of Man coming to God in heaven and acknowledged as the one in whom true power resides.

Sermon for November 25
Perusing Facebook the other day, I came across a post that a friend had shared. 
It said that the hospice was in need of knitted or quilted lap blankets. I immediately shared it in a message to a member of our prayer shawl group suggesting this might be a good project for us. I then asked the friend who shared the post which hospice was asking. 
She didn't know.

So I back tracked, going to the person who had originally posted it. 

The page said she lives in Wisconson.

A little bit more research confirmed that the hospice asking for lap blankets is in Madison, Wisconson.

That hospice sent out a thankyou that they had received 200 blankets.

People in Madison responded to the request

But the post was shared over 900 thousand times.

I wonder how many hospices have had people show up with lap blankets saying they heard that these were needed.

How many times did hospice workers say, "we didn't ask, but thank you, I guess."

Or did people just hit "share" and think they had done their duty. 
Somebody else could to the knitting. 

Social media has its place. It's useful.

But it is also too easy to hit "share" when we see something that catches our fancy.

There are times when the post makes a claim that we really should check before passing it on. Otherwise we are sharing biased ideas, or supposed facts that just are not true.

Another thing about social media that I try to keep aware of is that the programming that runs it chooses what comes up in your news feed. The program keeps track of what you like and chooses to show you stuff like what you liked before. 

The ads that come up will be similar to things you indicated you liked.

But also the more newsy posts that come up will be similar to ones you liked or shared.

Opposite opinions or opposing ideas won't come up.

If you want to actually engage in a conversation rather than just have your opinions reinforced, you have to go looking for other ideas.

This is also true with more traditional media.

When we pick up a newspaper or listen to the radio, somebody has selected what will be there, and particular reporters will slant stories in certain ways. We need to be aware of the bias, the point that the person is trying to make. 

We need to question what is not being said.

We need to be diligiant to get at the whole story. To do that we can look at the same story in a couple diffferent papers or a couple different kinds of media.

The basic question is are we reading or listening so that we can be lulled into thinking the way we always have or are we looking to deepen our understanding.

A popular phrase on some people's lips is "That's false news."

"False news" is a phrase that lets a person dismiss a question or a claim that somebody makes.

Claiming that a statement is just false news means that you don't have to engage in a conversation about what is true and what is going on.

The question is brushed off and put aside.

The person's challenge is ignored by saying that somebody made it up.

It is a way of avoiding conversation.
So now we come to the conversation between Pilate and Jesus.

Pilate's question, "What is truth?" it is like the phrase "false news." 
He is dismissing what Jesus says about truth. 
Truth is not the issue for him. 

Instead of engaging in a conversation about what is real, what is true, he dismisses Jesus and mocks him. Pilate has Jesus dressed up like a king and paraded in front of the crowd showing that what Jesus says has no power and no authority. 
Pilate is not interested in figuring out what might be true or good. He just wants to define the situation.
Pilate has a problem. The land that he governs is rebellious. And Passover, with the memory of how Moses got the better of the king of Egypt, is a volatile season.

With the city full of people, he needs to maintain power. 
Jesus has said that he isn't the kind of king that leads a rebellion. His followers did not fight for his freedom. He has come to witness to truth.

But Pilate isn't interested in truth. Truth does not keep control of the city. Truth doesn't get him what he needs. He needs power.

What Pilate sees is that Jesus has a following and enemies.

What he has to judge is which group is stronger and which is going to help him keep rebellion under control.

The leaders of the temple are also interested in power, their own power.

When Pilate asks, "Shall I crucify your king?"

The chief priests say, "We have no king but Caesar."

Wrong answer. Leaders of the temple should say, "We have no king but God."

They should say that God's law is what they follow.

They should say what Jesus said, that all power comes from God and no one has authority that God has not allowed.

But they don't. They say they will let Caesar determine the law and the pattern of life. 
When the leaders acknowledge Caesar as king, Pilate's way forward is clear. 

Jesus is not going to support him. The temple leaders are.

As he seeks to keep power in the city, his best allies are the temple leaders.

He gives in and does what they ask for, sending Jesus to the cross. 

Several times, he says that Jesus has not broken any law.

Several times, he shows he is willing to let Jesus go, because Jesus has said he is not looking for a human kingdom.

But in the struggle to keep control of a fractious land, Pilate chooses allies who acknowledge the same power he does.

The author of Revelations points out that God is the beginning and the end of power.

All authority lies in God.

In the midst of persecution in the Roman empire, John writes this book to help people see that their way forward is through Jesus, crucified and resurrected.

They are trying to understand what is up in the world, and John affirms that the way to do that is to start with Good Friday and Easter Sunday.

Don't start with the power of Rome. Yes that power costs you.

But to understand what God is up to in this time, begin with Jesus. 

Some things are true. Some things happen and other things don't.

Some news is false and some is true.

But the meaning of what happens is harder to dig out.

The good of what is planned takes more work to figure out.

Judging what is helpful takes perspective.

Figuring out what we do with what happens takes perspective and commitment.

In our day, information flows like crazy. We can know what happens on the other side of the world in an instant.

But in this glut of information, we find it harder to sift what matters and what does not.

We find it harder to decide what to act on.

It's easier to close the paper and turn away.

It's easier to just hit share than to take action based on what we hear and see.
What Jesus showed was that it matters what we do with the truth.

Yes we have to sift to know who is speaking truth, but once we identify what is good and true and important, we have to do as he did, giving our whole selves to the truth.


